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Pitfalls in Media’s Reporting of Scientific News
[bookmark: _GoBack]Having viewed the video in which the science ambassador Bill Nye is being interviewed by the CNN TV show hosts, I feel that the approach with which the media reports scientific findings has a great deal of pitfalls. To begin with, the media seems to have a negative attitude towards the scientific reports on climate change. In the video, the female news reporter starts by claiming that the what scientists are doing is just to scare the public about how serious the effects of climate change are to their lives. She plainly says that though climate change is happening, it is not as serious as science reports portray it. This kind of media’s approach is bad as it does not make people to see and feel the seriousness of climate change in their lives.
Another aspect of media’s approach to reporting scientific reports on climate change and which stands out to be such a great pitfall on the side of the media is the choice of language they use when delivering such news. For instance, the hosts of this show clearly say that though the science reports about climate change may be true, the “scare tactics” have not worked and that scientists need public consensus to make their reports. This is a very awkward way of portraying the role of science and scientific reports to the public. Nye responds perfectly well to this statement by asking the hosts how scientists should seek public consensus. He asks, “how are going to get public consensus, by saying it is not happening or it is not serious?’’ This question is not answered by the hosts, which shows how unconcerned the media is with the details about scientific reports.
In this video, Nye gives very important facts to prove how serious climate is to the daily lives of the public. He gives an example of the floods in Manhattan, the floods of which have ended up destroying many roads that the government has used a lot of resources to build. In addition, the increasing floods in California are pausing a great danger to the nation’s infrastructure. These are real facts that the media should be giving a lot of emphasis for people to realize the gravity of climate change in their lives. However, the media reporters in this video take the matter lightly by blatantly saying that the rise in the sea level is not as fast and serious as the scares of the science reports. These are the pitfalls in the media’s approach towards reporting science news, the pitfalls of which deny people the chance to see the need to change their styles of living in order to help alleviate the impacts of climate change. 


